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1. Introduction

At Holy Trinity C.E Academy, our Christian vision, “Growing and Learning Together in Love”, shapes everything we do. We believe that language and literacy are fundamental life skills that empower children to flourish academically, socially, and spiritually. Through English, children learn to express their thoughts, listen to others with respect, and engage deeply with the world around them. This policy reflects our commitment to delivering the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum while fostering a community built on our core Christian values of love, joy and respect.

2. Aims and Intent

The overarching aim for English at our school is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment.

At Holy Trinity CE Academy, we aim to:
· Ensure pupils are taught the skills needed to develop the ability to decode texts independently and read for different purposes
· Foster a love of reading in ALL our pupils
· Develop understanding of language and extend knowledge of vocabulary used 
· Write clearly, accurately, and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes, and audiences.	 
· Ensure pupils are taught the skills needed to develop the grammatical skills to improve sentence structure
· Encourage pupils to participate in discussion in order to learn; explaining clearly their understanding and ideas.
· Teach pupils to listen and respond appropriately to adults and peers, asking relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
· Speak in a variety of forms for different audiences, purposes and situations (both formal and informal) using Standard English 












3 Spoken Language (Oracy)
Spoken language underpins the development of reading and writing. We value every child's voice and teach them to listen to others with empathy. Pupils should be encouraged to develop confidence in speaking and listening skills. Children are taught to speak in Standard English and adapt their speech to formal and informal contexts.

Strategies : Staff are provided with a variety of activities and skills that elevate the role of oracy within the whole curriculum as a result of Voice 21 training The quality and the variety of language that pupils hear and speak are vital in vocabulary development and in their understanding of grammar, reading and writing.  Staff should model the correct use of Standard English at all times and correct pupils who are not using Standard English when participating in conversation or discussion. Spoken language should be used at each stage of the writing process: pupils formulating ideas, sharing ideas with response partners, oral rehearsal of sentence structure, discussion with peers with regard to possible improvements and presenting their finished product to others. Pupils should also be taught to understand and use the conventions for discussion and debate. School worships and performances provide pupils with opportunities to build confidence and develop dramatic skills. 


     4. Reading and Phonics
      We believe that Reading is vitally important and learning to read will provide children with 
      necessary skills for future life. In addition to this and more importantly, reading is an
      activity that should be loved by all. We aim to cultivate a vibrant reading culture where 
      reading is viewed as a source of joy and a window to the wider world. Children are 
      enabled to express themselves creatively and imaginatively as they become enthusiastic  
      and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction texts.  

Early Reading and Phonics: Children are taught Phonics using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised systematic synthetic phonics programme. Whole class phonics sessions are taught daily in Reception and Key Stage One. Keep up sessions take place daily with those pupils who have struggled within the lesson.  Catch up sessions are timetabled for pupils who are less confident and require extra intervention. Pupils who enter Key Stage Two who are not confident with phonic knowledge are targeted with Catch up sessions.  Opportunities are provided, however, within each English lesson to develop and apply understanding of the specific spelling focus.

      Reading for Pleasure : Storytime/Class Novel is timetabled daily when pupils have the
      opportunity to share quality texts with the teacher. The academy has a well-stocked
      library that pupils are able to access regularly. Each classroom has a dedicated reading  
      area with a variety of texts which pupils can borrow. 

      Shared Reading - Shared Reading is carried out in a variety of different ways within  
      school. Reading is an essential part of lessons and children will be encouraged to 
      engage with a range of texts. Text starters take place at the beginning of each English 
      lesson, allowing children to investigate vocabulary and techniques used within a text. 

      Comprehension : Group Reading - In Reception and Key Stage One pupils are taught 
      Reading with small focused groups in line with Little Wandle practice. Pupils are grouped
      according to their assessments and carry out three sessions per week with a different 
      focus each session (decoding, prosody and comprehension) Any pupils who are causing
      concern will receive further additional reading sessions individually. 
      In KS2 the children are grouped to read with a member of staff either weekly, twice a   
      week, three times a week or daily depending on ability and phonics knowledge. The
      pupils are read with on an individual basis. Those pupils who are confident readers can 
      read longer texts with monitoring by the class teacher. 
      Within Key Stage Two, guided sessions use Reciprocal Reading techniques of  
      predicting, clarifying, questioning and summarizing.  Those pupils who are confident 
      readers within Year 2 are also taught using this approach. Pupils who are causing 
      concern are targeted with additional intervention. 

      5. Writing Curriculum
At Holy Trinity C.E. Academy we believe writing is a key life skill. We intend for our pupils to develop a love of writing and to be able to confidently communicate their knowledge and ideas clearly and creatively through their writing. We aim to teach transferable skills encouraging pupils to develop their writing skills across all areas of curriculum. We want pupils to broaden their vocabulary and be excited about using new words and phrases in their writing. We aim to enable pupils to apply the essential skills of grammar, punctuation and spelling. We set high expectations for all our children to take pride in their work with a targeted focus on presentation and handwriting.

Composition : Writing is taught using a unit approach with a balance of different types of writing planned throughout a term providing pupils with the opportunities to write for different audiences and purposes. Composition tasks are linked to texts taught in class, other curriculum areas and pupils’ experiences. Writing is taught as a process with pupils engaging with different types of writing and identifying varied features used by the author. The process is taught as follows:  set a goal, plan, draft, revise, edit, share. However, each writing task does not necessarily teach each stage of the process. 

Grammar, Punctuation, and Spelling (GPS): Teaching of grammatical skills is taught as part of the writing process and not in isolation. Sentence construction is prioritised especially when pupils are developing independence. As independence develops, short and longer writing tasks are developed to ensure pupils are encouraged to increase stamina with their own writing. Pupils are taught how to organise their writing in paragraphs and develop cohesion. Each class has a list of non-negotiable expectations which are expected in each piece of writing. 

Spelling : Phonics is taught within Early Years and KS1 using Little Wandall Letters and Sounds. Year 1 carry out the Phonics assessment in June and those children who do not pass are allocated targetted phonics sessions in Year 2 to develop confidence before taking the test again. Pupils are assessed every half term using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds revised assessments and allocated additional sessions as necessary. 

Within Key Stage Two, pupils are taught the spelling curriculum using Pathways to Spell. However pupils who are not working at Key Stage Two expectations will receive further phonics intervention. Spelling lessons provide pupils with opportunities to consolidate previous learning whilst introducing new spelling rules relevant for each year group. Activities are varied with pupils learning spelling rules through interactive games, dictation and analysis of words. 

Handwriting: We teach a consistent, handwriting script using Penpals for Handwriting. Good presentation is celebrated across the school. 

      Early Years Foundation Stage
Most pupils learn to use a pencil and hold it effectively to form recognizable letters, most of which are correctly formed. Pupils learn mantras for the formation of each letter and recite them as they practise letter formation.

Key Stage One 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pupils regularly receive specific Handwriting lessons, in order to practise and consolidate letter formation.  Pupils who struggle with presenting their work appropriately, as a result of a specific need, are given support in developing fine motor skills. 

Key Stage Two
Pupils maintain regular specific Handwriting lessons, in order to practise and consolidate letter formation. There are high expectations with regard to presentation and some incentives have been introduced to improve presentation in some classes such as Presentation Pencil. 

      Curriculum Planning

      Long term planning is based on the yearly teaching programme as set out in the
National Curriculum for English.  In Early Years the curriculum is guided by the
EYFS Framework. Each year group has a focus for the term with regards to text type,
grammatical features and punctuation. 

Medium Term Planning is adapted from the curriculum giving details of the teaching
order of units of work and a weekly focus.  Possible activities are planned with a focus on the sequence for Writing. Any cross-curricular links are highlighted. More details of activities are added, including grammar.  The unit of work is split into different phases with specific foci: reading, analysis or writing. 

Short term planning is carried out weekly. These plans include daily text starters,  learning objectives, success criteria, whole class and group activities and details of plenary sessions.  Opportunities for cross-curricular links and speaking and listening are noted. These plans ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of activities across each unit. Plans follow the teaching sequence for writing, teaching the specific skills necessary for pupils to make progress in writing. The lessons will include Reading, Grammar and Writing focused lessons. These lessons should be used to further immerse pupils in the text and used within the context of the genre or text type being taught.

Oracy activities are provided at different points during the teaching of a unit of work.  These activities allow pupils to become familiar with the genre or text type and begin to capture ideas and orally rehearse what they are intending to write as well as reflecting on their writing experience. 

Shared Writing is taught by teacher demonstration, teacher scribing and supported
composition.  This allows pupils to learn the skills needed before they attempt to write
independently.

Guided Writing is taught as part of the group activities.  The class teacher works with a
group on a specific objective, especially relevant to the group of children. This allows
pupils to receive specific guidance on how to make progress in their learning.  

Independent Writing takes place across all areas of the curriculum in addition to the
daily English lesson.  Pupils have the opportunity to practise and consolidate the skills
they have been taught. 

Text starters are used at the beginning of each English lesson to enable pupils to have
access to a wider range of texts. These are used to highlight specifics aspects of the text
which are found to appeal to the reader. 


Assessment and Feedback


Day to day evaluation is used dynamically by teachers to reshape lessons and correct misconceptions immediately. Feedback within English lessons will include focus on basic skills, especially accurate use of basic grammar and punctuation. Non-negotiable statements are used within feedback with further attention linked to the learning objective. Improvement Points often focus on incorrect use of grammatical conventions or incorrect punctuation. 

Independent writing is carried out every two weeks. This piece of work is recorded in a  specific Writing Book and assessed half termly using the school writing assessment sheets. These sheets have an overview of the writing skills expected for each year group. The application of taught skills is encouraged in other curriculum areas. The writing assessed is recorded using Insight. 

Reading, Grammar and Spelling are assessed in Key Stage Two twice yearly using Testbase assessment tests. 


Inclusion and Equality

In accordance with our inclusive Christian ethos, we believe that every child is unique and entitled to an ambitious curriculum. 
Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) or English as an Additional Language (EAL) are supported through tailored scaffolding, visual aids, pre-teaching of vocabulary, and assistive technology where appropriate.

We have high standards and do not place ceilings on children's learning; interventions (such as phonics catch-up) are rapid and targeted to ensure no child is left behind.

Contribution of English in other Curriculum areas

The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject of our curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at school.   The class teacher is responsible for ensuring the pupils are provided with a range of meaningful contexts in which to apply English skills.

Evaluation

Evaluation and review of the policy for English takes place on an annual basis.  The Subject Leader will discuss any changes or adaptations of the policy. These are then discussed and agreed by the whole staff before the policy is amended.  Throughout the year the staff are encouraged to feed back information to the subject leader.  
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